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aristocracy, and to the north she retreated. An army of sixty
thousand men was in the course of a few days at her command^
Somerset and Clifford prevailed on Margaret to remain with the
king and the young prince of Wales at York, while they engaged
the rival sovereign. The Lancastrians were defeated at Ferry-
bridge and Towton on successive days. Margaret fled, with her
consort and her son, to Newcastle, and from thence to Alrtwick
castle. A mournful welcome awaited her there, for its gallant lord
had fought and fallen in her cause at Towton.

At the approach of the victorious Yorkists, the royal fugitives
sought refuge in Scotland. Accompanied by king Henry, their son,
and six followers only, Margaret crossed the border. She received
a kind and honourable welcome from the queen-regent of Scotland,
and, to the astonishment of all Europe, her son, Edward prince of
Wales, and the princess Margaret, sister to the young king
James III., were betrothed, on the queen promising to give up the
oft-contested town of Berwick. Somerset's vile slander of the
queen of Scotland was the cause of breaking up the friend*
ship which Margaret had established. In the first week in April,
she and her son, and a party of their followers, embarked at Kir-
cudbright for France. Louis XL was now king of France. He
bestowed much apparent regard on Margaret, to cajole her into
giving up Calais to him; and as that town was not in fcer posses-
sion, she was easily persuaded to sign a treaty for its surrender;
and was complimented by being united with him in the office
of sponsor to the infant son of the duke and duchess of Orleans,
afterwards Louis XII. of France, whom she presented at the
baptismal font.

Margaret had no succour from her own family, for king Hene
and his son were engaged in a ruinous contest with Arragon.
Kindred and countrymen had failed her in her sore adversity, but
when Pierre Breze, the seneschal of Normandy, entered as a
volunteer, with two thousand men, into her service, she sought
once more, and obtained assistance from the Scotch, and placed
her devoted champion, Breze, at the head of the forces with which
she was supplied. She then brought king Henry into the field,
who had previously been hidden in her safe refuge at Harlech
castle. She left the little prince of "Wales at Berwick, not wish-
ing to expose his tender childhood to,a northern campaign. This
was her first separation from her son. She captured the important
fortresses of Bamborough, Alnwick, and Dunstanburgh, and gar-
risoned them with Scotch and Frenchmen,

Somerset, for whose house she had sacrificed so much, surren-
dered the castfe of Bamborough to Warwick, on condition of